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Mjesto Janjina na poluotoku Peljescu
neda!elm Dubrovnika iznjedrilo je velik
broj moreplovaca i pomorskih kapetana.
Jedna od nfr/pnzna&yfﬁ k apﬁ'ﬂm/{ﬂﬁ
obutelji bila je obitelj Bjelovucic.

Miho Bjelovucic, koji potjece upravo iz te loze, bio je
iskusni pomorski kapetan koji se nakon bezbrojnih plovidbi
svjetskim morima skrasio u Limi. glavnom gradu dalckog
Perua. U braku s Francuskinjom Adrianne Cavalier dobio je
30. srpnja 1889. sina Ivana (Juana). Kad je Ivan imao osam
godina, otac Miho se tesko razbolio i otiSao na oporavak u
Dubrovnik. Na Zalost, tamo je nedugo zatim i preminuo.
Nakon o¢eve smrti majka s Ivanom i ostalom djecom seli iz
Lime u Francusku svojim roditeljima. Ivan, u Francuskoj
poznatiji kao Jean Bielovucic Cavalier, ve¢ je odmalena
pokazivao sklonosti tehnici te bio bistro i radoznalo dijete.
Nakon zavrsene osnovie i srednje skole titulu akadem-

ski obrazovanog gradanina stekao je na polju filozofije i
knjizevnosti.

Pilotska dozvola, a potom rekordi!

U svojoj devetnaestoj godini, 1908. upisuje pilotski tecaj u
vrsnoj zrakoplovnoj Skoli brace Voisin. S velikom dozom sigurn-
osti mozemo ustvrditi da je upravo on bio prvi Hrvat koji je 10.
lipnja 1910. godine dobio dozvolu za upravljanje letjelicama.
Pilotska dozvola francuskog aerokluba nosila je redni broj “877.
Mnogobrojna su zrakoplovna natjecanja na kojima sudjeluje
Bjelovucic, jednako kao i njegovi rekordi, koji se nizu iz godine
u godinu. Navest cemo samo neke:

- Sudjelovanje na prvom Budimpestanskom aeromitingu
(01.-15.lipnja 1910.)

- Obaranje brzinskog rekorda, kada u ¢etiri etape, od Pariza do

Janyjina on the Peljesac peninsula near
Dubrovnik: has produced many sailors
and sea captains. One of the most fa-
mouts captain families was the Bjelovucit

Jamily

Miho Bjelovucic belonged to this line and was an ex-
perienced sea captain who, after countless voyages on
the world’s oceans, finally settled down in Lima, capital
ol the distant Peru. During his marriage to a French
woman, Adrianne Cavalier, a son Ivan (Juan) was born
on 30 July 1889. When Ivan was eight, his father Miho
became very ill and went to recover in Dubrovnik. Un-
[ortunately, he died there soon afterwards. Alter his
father’s death, Ivan’s mother took him and the rest of the
children away from Lima and back to France to her par-
ents’ house. Ivan, who became better known in France as
Jean Bielovueic Cavalier, had shown interest in technical
gadgets [rom an carly age and was a very clever and curi-
ous child. After completing elementary and secondary
schools, he graduated in pi]il[lﬁﬁpll}-‘ and literature.

Pilot licence followed by records!

In 1908, at the age of 19, he enrolled in a pilot’s course
at the excellent Voisin brothers™ air school. We can claim
with a fairly high degree of certainty that he was the first
Croat to be granted a pilots licence on 10 June 1910,
His licence number from the French air club bore the
number “87”. Bjelovutic¢ took part in many flying com-
petitions and year after year he set many records. Below
are just a [ew of the most significant:

- Participation in the first Budapest Air Meeting (1-15



Bordeauxa, uroku od 6 sati i 15 minuta prevaljuje tada nevjero-
jamih 540 kilometara. Nesto kasnije, tocnije 27. kolovoza 1910).,
Bjelovucic se upisuje u knjigu “besmrinih zrakoplovaca™ kada
naletu od Pariza do Angoulemea oblijece, kao prvi pilot u pov-
ijesti, simbol Pariza, Eiflelov toranj. Ovu vijest prenio je, zajedno
saslikom zrakoplovea, i hrvatski usak. Bjelovucicu je pripalai
velika Cast da kao prvi zrakoplovac poleti s “hrama francuskog
zrakoplovstva”, pariSkog acrodroma Le Bourget. Bilo je to 20.
lisopada 1910, prigodom tamo or-
ganiziranog prvog medunarodnog
zrakoplovnog mitinga. Znacaj g

Le Bourgeta kao vodece svjetske
makoplovne priredbe odrzao se do
danasnjih dana.Mladi je Bjelovucic
1910. godine pobjednik milanske
makoplovne utrke “Circuito Inter-
nationale Aereo Di Milano™, gdje
uizuzetno jako) medunarodnoj
konkurenciji na francuskom zra-
koplovu tipa *Voisin™ osvaja prvo
mjesto.

U rodnome Peruu

Liga za zrakoplovstvo Perua 1910. godine poziva Bjevovucica
sa Zeljom da on postane prvi instruktor buduéih peruanskih
pilota. On s¢ na molbu odaziva te u Francuskoj nabavlja prvi
peruanski zrakoplov. U rodnom Peruu, u gradu Santa Beat-

rize, ostvario je prvi let u povijesti ove latinoamericke drzave.

Letu je nazocio i prvi covjek Perua. Zadnjeg dana sijecnja
1911. Bjelovucic pocinje s obukom budué¢ih pilota te postaje
utemeljitel] i direktor prve zrakoplovne skole na tlu Juzne
Amerike. Iste godine vraca se u Pariz s ¢inom pukovnika pe-
ruanskog zrakoplovstva i preuzima duZznost vojnog ataSea za
zrakoplovstvo. U Europi ponovno nize uspjehe i rekorde.
Po nalogu zrakoplovne tvornice “Hanriot” 191 1. godine
leti prema isto¢noj Francuskoj. Tu na relaciji Pariz-Nancy
obara rekord koji je do tada drzao njegov dojucerasnji ucitelj.
Udaljenost od 295 kilometara preletio je za 2 satai 50
minuta. Nedugo zatim “Bleriotovim™ se dvokrilcem penje na
visinu od 2200 metara za rekordnih 12 minuta, Ostvaruje
ponovno i brzinski rekord u zrakoplovu “Hanriot™ na drugom
vojnom natjecanju u kolovozu 1912. godine.Vise puta
Bjelovucic je gledao smrti u oci. Tako je 09. lipnja 1910.
prezivio tesku havariju svoga zrakoplova, a 12. svibnja 1911.,
nakon uzlijetanja s pariskog acrodroma Issy, spasio se iska-
kanjem s male visine iz goruceg zrakoplova. lvan Bjelovucic
1912. godine postaje prava zvijezda. Pariski dnevnik “Le
Matin”, s nakladom od milijun i dvjesto tisu¢a primjeraka,
proglasava ga najboljim francuskim zrakoploveem, Ziri su bili
sami Citatelji dnevnika. Znajuéi da je Francuska u to vrijeme
bilavodeca svjetska zrakoplovna nacija, ovo priznanje jos vise
dobiva na vaznosti.

June 1910).- Breaking the speed record, when he cov-
ered an incredible 540 kilometres, in four stages, from
Paris to Bordeaux in 5 hours and 15 minutes. Somewhat
later, on 27 August 1910, Bjeovuci¢ entered the annals
of “immortal aviators” when he was the first pilot in his-
tory to [ly around the great symbol of Paris, the Eilfel
Tower, during his flight from Paris to Angouleme.
Bjelovucié¢ had the honour to be the first aviator to [ly
from the “temple of French avia-
tion”, Le Bourget in Paris. This
R ook place on 20 October 1910 on
the occa
sion of the first international air'
meeting. Even today, Le Bourget
remains the leading aviation event.
[n 1910, the young Bjelovuci¢ won
the Milan air race “Circuito Inter-
nazionale Aerco di Milano™. Ina
French “Viosin™ plane, he managed
to beat very strong international
competition to take first place.
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In his native Peru

Peru’s National Aviation League invited Bjelovucic¢ in 1910
to become the first instructor of future Peruvian pilots. He
accepted the invitation and purchased the first Peruvian
airplanc from France. In his native Peru, in the town of
Santa Beatrize, he embarked upon the first flight in the
history of this Latin American state. The president of Peru
was also present at this (light. On the last day of January
1911, Bjelovucic started training future pilots and became
the founder and director of the first air school in South
America. That same year he returned to Paris as a colonel in
the Peruvian air force and took over the duties of'a military
attaché for the air force. The series of successes and records
continued in Europe. In 1911, he was asked by the “Han-
riot” acroplane factory to fly eastwards over France. On the
journey between Paris and Nancy he broke the record held
by his former teacher. He flew a distance of 295 kilometres
in 2 hours and 50 minutes. Soon alterwards he climbed with
a “Bleriot” tandem-wing model to a height of 2,200 metres
inarecord 12 minutes. He set the speed record once again
ina “Hanriot” at the second military competition in August
1912. Bjelovuci¢ stared death in the eye many times. On 9
June 1910 he survived a terrible plane crash and on 12 May
1911, after taking off from Issy Airport in Paris, he saved
himself by jumping out of a blazing acroplane at low altitude.
Ivan Bjelovucié became a real starin 1912. The Parisian daily
newspaper “Le Matin™, with a circulation of over a million,
proclaimed him the best French aviator. The jury consisted
ol readers of the newspaper themselves. I'we take into ac-
count that France was an international leader in aviation, we
can better understand the importance of this recognition.



Osvajanje Alpi

Najzapazeniji uspjch njegove letacke karijere bio je prelijetanje
planinskog lanca Alpi. Na francuskom jednokrilcu tipa “Han-
riot” uzletio je 25. sijecnja 1913. iz malog Svicarskog mjesta
Brig i nakon 25-minutmog leta na visini od 3200 metarasletiou
talijansku dolinu Domodossoli. Na ovaj nacin postao je prvi pilot
u povijesti Koji je uspjesno preletio Alpe. Bjclovucicey uspjeh
bio je i velika reklama za vornicu zrakoplova “Hanriot”, koja ga
je nagradila s iznosom od 50 000 franaka.

Godinu 1913. Ivan Bjelovudic zakljucio je jos jednim rekor-
dom. U 150 sekundi uspio se na avionu tipa “Ponnier” popeti
navisinu od 1000 metara,

Europa u ratu

Veé slijedece godine. 1914... Europu je zahvatio ratni poZar.
Bjelovucic¢ se odmah prikljucuje francuskim zra¢nim sna-
gama. Kao vrhunski pilot rasporeden je u najslavniju zrakop-
lovnu postrojbu Prvog svjetskog rata “Les Cigognes” (Rode).
Tijekom jednog zadatka izvidanja bojisnice nad Belgijom
Bjelovudicev zrakoplov je pogoden a on ranjen. Nakon duZeg
lijeCenja i oporavka Ivanu se nije ispunila Zelja da se vrati na
bojiSnicu, ve¢ pocinje raditi na mjestu voditelja tima za ispiti-
vanje zrakoplovnih motora u tvrici “Bellanguer”, a potom kao
upravitelj zrakoplovne skole u Remisu.

Zavrijeme Drugog svjetskog rata Ivan Bjelovudié se
prikljucuje francuskom Pokretu otpora i sudjcluje u bor-
benim akcijama. Nakon oslobodenja Bjelovudié je ponovno
na naslovnicama francuskih novina. Povod je bio njegov
skok padobranom s Eiffelovog tornja i to u 57. godini
zivota! Za izuzetan doprinos razvoju zrakoplovstva odliko-
van je nizom peruanskih, francuskih i belgijskih odli¢ja,
medu kojima se isti¢u francuski Orden za hrabrost i Ratni
kriz s palmom.Bjelovuci¢ je krace vrijeme bio i zapovjed-
nik peruanskog ratnog zrakoplovstva. Ivan, Juan, Jean
Bjelovuci¢ umro je 14. sijecnja 1949, godine u pariskoj
bolnici Chaillot.

Conquering the Alps

The most significant success in his aviation carcer was
[lying over the Alps. In a French “Hanriot™ monoplane
he wok off on 25 May 1913 from the small Swiss town of
Brig and after a 25-minute flight he landed on the lalian
Domodossola plain. This made him the first pilot in his-
tory to successfully [ly over the Alps. Bjelovutic’s suceess
was an excellent advertising stunt for the *Hanriot™ acro-
plane factory, which rewarded him with 50,000 francs.
He saw 1913 out with one more record. In 150 seconds
he managed to climb to an altitude of 1,000 metresina
“Ponnier™ acroplane.

Europe at war

The following year, in 1914, Europe was caught up

in war. Bjelovuci¢ immediately joined the French air
[orce. As one of the best pilots he was deployed in the
most famous air force unit of the First World War, “Les
Cigognes™ (Storks). During one scouting mission over
the batdefield in Belgium, Bjelovucic’s plane was hitwith
gunfire and he was wounded. After lengthy treatmentand
recuperation, Ivan’s wish to return to the baulelield was
denied, but he started working as a team leader testing
acroplane engines in the “Bellanguer™ company, and af-
terwards became director of the air school in Reims.
During the Second World War, Ivan Bjelovucic

lought for the French Resistance. Alter the liberation,
Bjelovucic reappeared in the headlines of French news-
papers. The occasion was his parachute jump at 57 years
ofage!He received a series of Peruvian, French and
Belgian medals for his outstanding contribution to the
development of aviation, including the French Medal for
Bravery and the Croix de Guerre with palm. Bjelovudic
was also a commander in the Peruvian army air force fora
short time. Ivan, Juan, Jean Bjelovucié died on 14 Janu-
ary 1949 in Chaillot Hospital in Paris.




